Speed Speaking

These slides are designed for TOEFL-style speaking.  Each question is a long-answer question, and most of them are "Why?" questions.  Students look at the question and have fifteen seconds to think, followed by a forty-five second answer time.

You can find a lot of information about TOEFL-specific rules online.  Here, we are using the same general format.  Use your own discretion and decide on rules that make sense for your class.

These files can be used for pair speaking practice, individual speaking homework (using a tablet to record one's answer), and interview tests.  If you have the time and energy, you could easily create reading or writing assignments or projects that overlap with some of these topics.

I wrote the questions with the following grades in mind.

Set A - Suitable for ninth graders.
Set B - Suitable for tenth graders.
Set C - Suitable for high school students.
Set D - Suitable for high school students.

Here's an example use case...

Bring a stopwatch and use it to keep time.  For ninth graders, choose set A.  Display the slides using a projector or TV.

Day 1.  Explain the setup and show the example questions.  Demonstrate answering one or two of them.  Make pairs.  One person speaks and one person listens.  Alternate answering the four questions.  Give some general advice.  This whole process should take around fifteen minutes.

Day 2.  Use School Speed Speaking and do the same thing, with a shorter explanation at the beginning.  This should take around ten minutes.

Day 3.  Give each student a list of the questions.  Review all the questions from the first two days.  Practice several questions in pairs.  This should take around ten minutes.

Day 4.  Do a speaking test.  One at a time, a student comes up to you (either in the classroom or in a neighboring classroom).  You choose one question at random from the sixteen questions they've already seen, and they answer it.  Grade them using the rubric right after the speaking test, offering some advice or comments on things they did well.
